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V Sashi Kumar, an alumnus of IIT Madras has played a key role in the development and production of 

SmartCaneTM.He is the founder and Managing Director of Phoenix Medical Systems (PMS), and is a 

pioneer in cost-effective and innovative solutions for neo-natal and maternal care. Today PMS is the 

only organisation in India with USFDA510k approval to produce infant radiant warmer and 

Phototherapy unit. 

 

A BE from REC Nagpur (1985) and MS from IIT Madras (1988) in Biomedical Engineering, Sashi is an 

expert in medical electronics. He is driven by a thirst for maintaining the balance between technology, quality and 

affordability; with a penchant for making products  that enrich the lives of disabled people. 

 

An entrepreneur at heart, Sashi borrowed seed capital from family and state run lenders to set up Phoenix Medical 

Systems immediately after finishing his master’s degree to address the need for affordable products for infant & maternal 

care such as incubators. Sashi’s involvement in the SmartCane project has been integral to the conceptualisation, 

development and manufacturing of the product. His acumen for affordable and user centric innovation has helped ensure 

that the SmartCane correctly addresses the needs of the visually impaired while limiting the cost to the end user. He 

managed the team responsible for carrying out the industrial R&D, design for manufacturing, production and quality 

assurance. 

 

Today Sashi is widely acknowledged as a respected expert in the field of neo-natal and maternal care in India. He has 

helped many eminent paediatricians and neonatologists establish Neonatal Intensive Care Units (NICU) in hospitals across 

India. Under his able leadership, PMS was certified ISO 9001 in 2001 by Underwriter Laboratories (UL); and went on to be 

certified at the highest standard in medical device standards, i.e. ISO 13485 in 2005. 

 

Sashi’s dedication and his ‘never say die’ attitude have made him a leader in the Maternal & Infant Care industry, and he 

has been been recognised for his contributions to the field with the ET Now & IndiaMart Leaders of Tomorrow (in the 

medical category)award from in 2012 and Technovations award in 2010 for the Best Medical Product. 

 

When he is not at work; Sashi enjoys leading a healthy and active lifestyle and has a keen interest in athletics and 

trekking. He also enjoys teaching and mentoring students. 

 

 


