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Disability has never stopped Dipendra Manocha from living his life to the fullest. Visually impaired since 

childhood, he understood early on that technology was a mean for him to live a more enabled life. He 

has since dedicated his life’s work to develop a communication and training infrastructure that enables  

visualy impaired people to function independently in mainstream society. His resolve to improve the lot 

of visually impaired people and bringing dignity into their lives has seen him dedicate his career to the 

use of technology for helping the visually impaired. His achievements in this direction have led to many 

innovations in communications and training infrastructure for the visually impaired. He is one of the 

main collaborators on the SmartCaneTM project, in addition to having provided key inputs into the 

defining the need and scope for such an innovation. 

After attaining his M. Phil in Music from Delhi University, Dipendra joined National Association for the Blind (NAB) in 1993 

as Director (IT & Services); and today serves as the President of NAB Delhi. He founded and serves as the Managing 

Trustee of Saksham Trust, a Delhi based NGO working for the welfare of persons with visual impairment. 

 

Dipendra has been closely associated with the development of SmartCaneTM since its inception. Right from identifying the 

initial problem faced by the visually impaired people to providing key insights during development to awareness and 

distribution of the SmartCaneTM itself, Dipendra has been involved at every stage of the project. It is through his efforts 

that a special distribution system for products like SmartCaneTM; since commercial distribution via through regular retail 

channels often proves impractical, driving up costs.   

 

Dipendra passionately pursued his dream of becoming a musician until 1993 when he altered his course and undertook a 

diploma course in Computer Applications from NAB. He went on to teach and implement computer applications for the 

benefit of persons living with blindness in India. Since then, he has created a networking and common catalogue systems 

among innumerable small organizations; championing a digital revolution for the visually impaired in India. Today, 

through Dipendra’s efforts several organizations across the country have adopted new communications technology as 

part of their curriculum. 

 

Dipendra also served as the Chairman for committees like Youth Committee of the Asian Blind Union and the ICT Access 

forum of India. He was Chairman of the the Sub-Group for Technology and Research related proposal from ministry of 

Social Justice and Empowerment for the 12th five year plan. He also worked as consultant to the Delhi University for 

establishing the resource centre for persons with disability. In addition, he is the president of the DAISY Forum of India (a 

network of 92 organizations in India serving the persons with blindness and low vision); Dipendra has managed or 

coordinated several technological development and implementation projects over the past decade. He established the 

DAISY Resource Centre in India under the Daisy for All Project to introduce DAISY Standards in South Asian countries,  set 

up DAISY Focal Points in 4 South Asian Countries,  and developed Screen Reading software for Indian Languages amongst 

many others.  

 

Dipendra has repeatedly been recognised on the national stage for his selfless contribution to society. He was selected as 

an Ashoka Fellow for Social Entreprensurship, and received the national award for his contributions to community 

development in the area of disability by the Government of India in 2005. Other accolades bestowed upon him include 

the prestigious IIM Lucknow Lakshmipat Singhania National Leadership award in 2008, the Network 18 Super Idol award 

in 2010 and the Sitaram Jindal Foundation award in 2012. 


